Greetings fellow Clansfolk, This is one of the first messages I have composed at my  computer in 3 months . You see, three months ago on 27th March I fell down the stairs at home and ruptured my spleen and broke a rib, resulting in the removal of my spleen and about 3weeks in hospital. There was much more involved than that but suffice to say that after three months I can now say goodbye to my Home Nurse and rejoice that my chest wound is healing and now all that remains is some follow up in August and September to confirm my return to “normalcy” just in time to shake off some of these Covid19 restrictions as well.
After some discussion with Madam Pauline, I have agreed with a suggestion by her that I appoint a Deputy Clan Officer and so with her approval I have selected/nominated Dale Hill of Hamilton. This will be an action item at our 2021 AGM, (date yet to be selected). I am including here Dales Bio for your perusal...

Dale Hill was raised in Dundas, ON and currently lives in Hamilton near the West Harbour waterfront.  His Hunter lineage comes from his maternal grandfather, Allan Hunter, who was born in Ulverston, England and immigrated to Canada at 6 months old.  Current genealogical research has not yet connected back to Scotland but there are definitely Scottish traits found in the bloodline as well as a love of Scottish treats!  Through his father’s maternal grandmother, direct connections to Scotland can be found in Galbraith roots, who once shared a tartan with the Hunters.   

Dale attended Lakehead University in Thunder Bay, ON where he graduated with a B.A. and B.Ed. He has been working for the Hamilton Wentworth District School Board since 2000 and in his current role as an Elementary School Vice Principal since 2011.  Dale has also taught at Redeemer University’s Teacher College for the past several years as a part-time instructor of the Elementary Reading Practices night course.    

In his spare time, Dale enjoys volunteering for a variety of organizations, including Food 4 Kids Hamilton, Save the Mothers, and VRPro Races.  He recently received a 20-year volunteer recognition award for his work with the Community Living Hamilton Drum Corps.   Dale attends Knox Presbyterian Church in Waterdown where he enjoys singing with the Praise Team who have hosted an annual Celtic Christmas Ceilidh for several years which provided a perfect excuse to pull out his kilt (and flask!).  His trailer, located on Lake Erie, is his home away from home from May to October.  Dale loves to enjoy the outdoors, decorate for every holiday and spend quality time with friends and family.  

When not locked down by the global pandemic, Dale loves travelling within Canada and around the world.  Some of his recent favourite destinations include Newfoundland and Australia.  In 2017 Dale enjoyed his first trip to Scotland with his mom and had the opportunity to tour Hunterston Castle, search for Nessie and experience the sights and sounds of the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo.  He can’t wait to return one day!

Since joining the Clan Hunter Canada, Dale has taken part in a number of annual meetings and hosted the Clan tent at the Fergus Scottish Festival in 2019 with his wonderful friend Daphne Clarke.  Dale is excited about helping to promote the Clan through Highland Games and Festivals and supporting other members to do the same.  He looks forward to working with Madame Pauline, Tom and the rest of the team in Canada to learn more about Hunter history and traditions.  Dale cannot wait to meet and get to know fellow Clan members across the country and around the world!

Stay Safe everyone (try not to fall down any stairs)

Tom

